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The Professor in Residence Program 
The Professor in Residence Program at the IRS Office of Chief Counsel is designed to 
achieve greater understanding of the academic and governmental perspectives on the 
development of tax law and policy.  The program provides one law school professor per 
year the opportunity to apply his or her scholarly experience, research and writing in tax 
law to the full range of technical legal work and litigation handled by the Office of Chief 
Counsel by serving full-time on the Chief Counsel’s immediate staff for a full academic 
year.  This prestigious position will enhance the professor’s stature within the tax bar 
and provide him or her the ability to serve the public and the law by meaningfully 
contributing to the development of tax policy, as well as to attain a comprehensive 
understanding of the Office of Chief Counsel.  The program will also positively reflect 
upon the sponsoring law school’s reputation for excellence and help stimulate the 
interest of its students in public service and tax practice.  The fresh ideas and 
perspectives brought to the position by the Professor in Residence will greatly benefit 
the Office of Chief Counsel and its attorneys as they pursue their mission to provide the 
best possible legal support to the Internal Revenue Service.    
 
Position Description 
The Professor in Residence will undertake assignments of legal, technical and tax 
matters.  The range of projects the Professor In Residence may be asked to undertake 
include the development of regulations, rulings, proposed legislation, technical advice 
and matters affecting litigation, as directed by the Chief Counsel or his designee.  The 
Professor In Residence will, from time to time, be called upon to perform exhaustive and 
detailed research on difficult, important, complex and/or complicated legal problems 
and/or tax matters; consider legal cases or problems that may have broad ramifications 
that cut across division lines; prepare and/or make recommendations and/or render 
decisions regarding research and findings; and advise on possible courses of action.  In 
the course of performing these duties, he or she may become involved in interpreting 
laws, examining procedures, conducting substantive research and preparing technical 
memoranda.  The Professor in Residence will attend meetings, conferences, and other 
events where invited as a guest speaker before Treasury, IRS, and other professional 
groups. The Professor in Residence may be engaged in teaching and training 
assignments as directed by the Chief Counsel to further the exchange of ideas between 
academia and the attorneys in the Office of Chief Counsel.   
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Qualifications 
- Full, associate or assistant law professor at an ABA-accredited law school 
- Recognized law school expert in tax law and policy and/or extensive tax law 

experience with a law firm, corporation or government agency  
- Ability to devote one full academic year to Professor in Residence duties 
- Successfully pass a personnel security background investigation, including a pre-

appointment tax compliance verification 
 
Process 

- Request for applications will be announced on or about February 1, 2007. 
- Candidates will submit a one page letter of introduction and full curriculum vitae 

no later than March 1, 2007.  
- The Chief Counsel and Deputies, with other executives as appropriate, will 

review the application materials and select the Professor in Residence by March 
15, 2007. 

- The Professor in Residence will serve from September 1, 2007 through June 30, 
2008. 

 
How The Program Works 

- The Professor in Residence is detailed by the law school to the IRS Office of 
Chief Counsel under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act for a full academic 
year (September – June). 

- During the detail period, he or she remains an employee of the university 
o Salary and benefits continue to be paid by the university. 
o The Office of Chief Counsel provides proportional reimbursement of salary 

and benefits to the law school under a negotiated cost-sharing agreement.  
- The Office of Counsel pays travel to and from Washington, and per diem for 

living expenses in DC 
- Although not formally a United States government employee, the Professor in 

Residence will be subject to government and Office of Chief Counsel ethics 
rules. 

 


