THE SUPREME COURT OF WASHINGTON
IN THE MATTER OF STATEWIDE RESPONSE
BY WASHINGTON STATE COURTS TO THE
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

__________________________________________

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER GRANTING
DIPLOMA PRIVILEGE AND
TEMPORARILY MODIFYING
ADMISSION & PRACTICE
RULES
No. 25700-B-630

WHEREAS, the court recognizes the extraordinary barriers facing applicants currently
registered to take the bar examination in either July or September 2020, or the limited license
legal technician (LLLT) examination in July 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Court has reviewed Washington’s Admission and Practice Rules (APRs)
to consider whether any of its provisions should be modified to accommodate current applicants
who have received juris doctorate degrees from ABA accredited law schools or have completed
all requirements to sit for the July 2020 LLLT exam;
The Court by majority hereby enters the following order establishing temporary
modifications to some provisions of the current APRs:
1) APR 3 and 4 are modified to the extent that applicants for admission to practice law
who are currently registered for either the July or September 2020 bar examination
and who have received a Juris Doctorate degree from an ABA accredited law school,
and applicants currently registered to take the LLLT examination scheduled for July
2020, are granted the option of receiving a diploma privilege to practice in
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Washington. The bar examinations in July and September 2020 will still be offered
for those who do not qualify for the diploma privilege and those who wish to take the
exam to receive a Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) score.
2) The diploma privilege option will be available to applicants currently registered to
take the examinations who are taking the tests for the first time and those who are
repeating the tests.
3) The court delegates to WSBA the appropriate discretion to determine the timelines
for eligible applicants to notify WSBA of their intent to receive the diploma privilege
in lieu of taking an examination, and whether or to what extent any registration fees
may be refunded.
DATED at Olympia, Washington this 12th day of June, 2020.
For the Court

