
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 

IN RE: )

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

ADMIN ORDER. No. 2020-0006 

 
POSTPONEMENT OF JULY 2020 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE VIRGIN 

ISLANDS BAR EXAMINATION AND 

INTERIM PROCEDURES TO GOVERN 

ADMISSION TO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

BAR. 

  )  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, this Court issued an Administrative Order adopting 

precautionary measures in response to a novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”), which the United States 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) had determined presents a serious public 

health threat, and for which the President of the United States and the Governor of the Virgin 

Islands have declared a state of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the Judicial Branch of the Virgin Islands has continued to closely monitor 

COVID-19, including updated guidance provided by the CDC, United States Department of Health 

and Human Services, the Virgin Islands Department of Health, and other public health authorities; 

and 

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the CDC issued updated guidance which, in addition to 

social distancing and other precautionary measures previously recommended, directs that mass 

gatherings of 50 people or more not occur for the next eight weeks, for large numbers of people 

congregating together may contribute to the spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the President of the United States stated that revised 

guidelines would be released which, among other things, recommend that gatherings of ten or 

more people be avoided for the next fifteen days, and that workplaces, schools, bars, restaurants, 
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and other venues where such gatherings occur either close or enact measures to prevent the spread 

of COVID-19, particularly to vulnerable populations; and 

WHEREAS, in a March 17, 2020 Administrative Order, this Court established additional 

precautionary measures in response to COVID-19, including cancelling virtually all in-person 

judicial proceedings, including bar admissions matters; and 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, the Governor of the Virgin Islands announced the 

escalation of emergency measures to further contain COVID-19, including ordering that all non-

essential government services be suspended effective March 23, 2020, and directing that only 

essential government employees report to work; and 

WHEREAS, in a March 20, 2020 Administrative Order, this Court ordered the suspension 

of all non-essential services effective March 23, 2020, and continuing through further order of the 

Court, and established interim procedures and extended certain filing and regulatory deadlines in 

matters pending before the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands and the Superior Court of the 

Virgin Islands; and 

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, the President of the United States extended the 

application of the CDC social distancing guidelines through April 30, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, the Governor of the Virgin Islands extended the state of 

emergency through April 30, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, although social distancing has only been formally extended to April 30, 2020, 

public health authorities have indicated that the CDC social distancing guidelines are likely to be 

further extended, and may potentially remain in place through the summer; and 

WHEREAS, in anticipation that social distancing guidelines may continue, several 

jurisdictions have announced the postponement of the July 2020 bar examination and suspended 
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requirements that individuals be sworn-in as a member of the bar in an in-person ceremony, given 

the infeasibility of administering the bar examination and conducting in-person swearing-in 

ceremonies while adhering to social distancing guidelines; and 

WHEREAS, the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) has advised jurisdictions 

that in addition to preparing materials for the July 2020 bar examination, it will make materials 

available for two fall administrations on September 9-10, 2020, and September 30-October 1, 

2020, so that jurisdictions may determine whether to offer the exam in July, in early September, 

or in late September; and 

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, more than 2,000 law students submitted a letter to the 

NCBE, requesting among other things that jurisdictions act quickly to resolve the uncertainty over 

the bar exam and, if electing to postpone the July 2020 exam, establish procedures that would 

allow law school graduates to practice so that they need not postpone legal employment; and  

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2020, the deans of eleven law schools submitted a letter to the 

Conference of Chief Justices urging jurisdictions which postpone the July 2020 bar examination 

to adopt procedures which would permit graduating law students and others to not have their 

admission to practice delayed as a result of the public health emergency posed by COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, the American Bar Association passed a resolution urging 

jurisdictions electing to postpone the July 2020 bar examination to enact emergency rules to permit 

certain individuals who apply for admission to the bar to engage in the limited practice of law; and 

WHEREAS, Supreme Court Rule 202.5 provides that the Chief Justice, by administrative 

order, may temporarily waive certain bar admissions and regulatory requirements due to the 

existence of an emergency affecting the justice system in the U.S. Virgin Islands; and  

WHEREAS, after giving careful consideration to the matter, the Supreme Court of the 
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Virgin Islands has determined that it is unlikely that the Virgin Islands Bar Examination can be 

safely administered in July 2020 in a manner consistent with social distancing guidelines, and that 

it is unknown when in-person bar admissions swearing-in ceremonies in open court can be 

resumed; and 

WHEREAS, although this Court enacted Supreme Court Rule 202.3 effective June 1, 

2015, to allow law school graduates to obtain a limited license to practice law in the Virgin Islands 

under the supervision of a regularly-admitted Virgin Islands attorney while their bar application is 

pending, certain provisions in Rule 202.3 and other bar admissions rules need to be temporarily 

adjusted in light of the emergency conditions created by COVID-19;  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, that the following interim procedures 

applicable to bar admissions matters are HEREBY ADOPTED, and SHALL GO INTO 

EFFECT IMMEDIATELY, and will remain in effect during this declared COVID-19 public 

health emergency unless sooner altered or rescinded by further order of the Court: 

1. The July 2020 administration of the Virgin Islands Bar Examination is postponed to 

September 2020.  The Supreme Court shall, in a future order, determine the date of the September 

2020 administration. 

2. All individuals who are registered for the July 2020 administration of the Virgin Islands 

Bar Examination will have their registration automatically transferred to the September 2020 

administration when the date of that administration is determined.  An applicant who is unable to 

sit for the September 2020 administration may elect to have the registration transferred to the 

February 2021 or July 2021 administrations, or may request a refund of any fees already paid.  The 

deadline for an applicant to transfer registration or request a refund shall be set after the date of 

the September 2020 administration is determined.      

April 16, 2020



In re: Postponement of July 2020 Bar Examination 
Administrative Order 

Page 5 of 8 

 

3. The May 1 timely filing deadline and June 1 untimely filing deadline for the July 

administration of the Virgin Islands Bar Examination established in Supreme Court Rule 

204(c)(1)-(2), and the June 1 deadline to request special accommodations for the July 

administration, shall not be applicable to the September 2020 administration.  The Supreme Court 

shall fix all deadlines applicable to the September 2020 administration in a future order once the 

dates of the September 2020 administration are finalized.   

4. The Office of Bar Admissions will continue to process applications for admission as a 

certified legal intern pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 202.3, even during the suspension of non-

essential Judicial Branch operations.  Priority consideration shall be given to applicants who 

graduated from an ABA-accredited law school who intended to sit for the July 2020 administration 

of the Virgin Islands Bar Examination and are not already admitted to practice law in another 

jurisdiction. 

5. The 14-day period in Supreme Court Rule 202.3(a)(2)(C) for a law graduate applicant 

for admission as a certified legal intern to file a complete application for regular or special 

admission is extended to 60-days.  A law graduate applicant may request a greater extension of 

time to the extent it is not possible to submit a complete application for reasons outside the 

applicant’s control, including but not necessarily limited to an inability to obtain required 

documentation as a result of a suspension of services due to COVID-19.  

6. The requirement in Supreme Court Rule 202.3(f)(5) that a certified legal intern who has 

concurrently applied for regular admission must sit for the Virgin Islands Bar Examination within 

seven months shall be modified so that the certified legal intern may sit for the February 2021 

administration if unable to sit for the September 2020 administration.   

7. The requirement that all applicants for regular admission to the Virgin Islands Bar appear 
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in-person at an open session of the Supreme Court is hereby suspended during the pendency of the 

COVID-19 public health emergency. Applicants who have satisfied all requirements for regular 

admission to the Virgin Islands Bar may make arrangements to be administered the oath required 

by Supreme Court Rule 204(i)(2) by remote connection in the presence of at least one Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands.   

8. Applicants who have satisfied all requirements for special or pro hac vice admission, or 

for licensure as in-house counsel, a foreign legal consultant, or a certified legal intern may be 

administered the oath by remote connection by the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 

9. All individuals whose special or other admission to practice law in the Virgin Islands is 

set to expire on or after March 23, 2020, shall have that admission automatically extended through 

June 30, 2020.  This provision shall not apply to extend the admission of those who have been 

ordered suspended or disbarred from the practice of law in the Virgin Islands. 

10. The Supreme Court shall continue to accept applications and supporting documentation 

for admission to the Virgin Islands Bar, whether regular, special, or pro hac vice, but the processing 

of those applications by the Office of Bar Admissions may be suspended, subject to the following 

exceptions: 

• Applications for admission of law graduates as certified legal interns under 

Supreme Court Rule 202.3 shall be processed as provided in Paragraph 4 of this 

Order. 

• Justices of the Supreme Court and the Clerk of the Supreme Court may administer 

the oath by remote connection as provided for in Paragraphs 7 and 8 of this Order. 

• The Committee of Bar Examiners may in its discretion continue to conduct 

character and fitness interviews by remote connection and may certify individuals 
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as having satisfied all requirements for regular admission to the Virgin Islands 

Bar.  

• The Supreme Court may at its discretion grant motions for special and pro hac 

vice admission if all requirements for admission have been satisfied. 

• The Office of Bar Admissions and the Supreme Court may, in their discretion, 

consider emergency matters. 

It is further 

ORDERED that copies of this order be directed to the appropriate parties. 

SO ORDERED this 16th day of April, 2020.  

 

 

       ___________________________ 

       RHYS S. HODGE 

       Chief Justice 

 

ATTEST: 

 

VERONICA J. HANDY, ESQ. 

Clerk of the Court 

 

By: /s/Jessica Grant    

            Deputy Clerk 

 

Dated: April 16, 2020   

 

Copies to:  

Justices of the Supreme Court      

Judges & Magistrate Judges of the Superior Court   

Judges & Magistrate Judges of the District Court 

The Honorable Albert Bryan, Governor of the Virgin Islands 

The Honorable Novelle Francis, President, 33rd Legislature 

Marie E. ThomasGriffith, Esq., Chair, Committee of Bar Examiners 

Honorable Geoffrey W. Barnard, Chair Emeritus, Committee of Bar Examiners  

Office of Bar Admissions 

Nesha R. Christian-Hendrickson, Esq., President, V.I. Bar Association 
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Hinda Carbon, Executive Director, V.I. Bar Association 

Regina D. Petersen, Administrator of Courts 

Veronica J. Handy, Esq., Clerk of the Supreme Court 

Tamara Charles, Clerk of the Superior Court 

Glenda L. Lake, Esq., Clerk of the District Court 

Supreme Court Law Clerks 

Supreme Court Secretaries 

News Media 

Order Book 
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