
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Urbana, IL  June 11, 2020 

 

Professor Joseph A. Petry has authorized us as his legal counsel to release the following statement: 

 

On June 11, 2020, Professor Joseph A. Petry initiated the filing of a $7.9 million lawsuit in the 

Illinois Court of Claims against the University of Illinois Board of Trustees as a result of a breach by 

the University of the Resignation Agreement it signed with him in April, 2019.  Among other things, 

this agreement provided that, in exchange for Professor Petry s resignation, the University s Office of 

Access and Equity would discontinue its investigation into all allegations that had been brought 

against Professor Petry.  Within days of the University making this promise, it sought to renegotiate 

its agreement to permit the continuation of its investigation; when Professor Petry did not agree to 

such a change, the University ignored its legal obligation and continued the investigation anyway. 

 

The University s investigation continued for almost a full year before finally concluding that the 

initial allegations against Professor Petry were not credible, and there had been no violation of the 

University s Sexual Harassment Policy. Nonetheless, the University s breach gave credibility to false 

and salacious allegations which, along with statements from the University, severely damaged 

Professor Petry s reputation and economic prospects. 

 

As further described in the one-count breach of contract complaint (attached), the University s 

investigation of Professor Petry began as a result of demonstrably false claims made by former 

student Sundas Naqvi that she had been sexually harassed by him.  The University knew almost 

from the beginning that there were serious problems with Naqvi s credibility.   

 

As has been widely reported in the media, Naqvi has since been the subject of a number of serious 

criminal charges, including one in Champaign County (as reported in the Champaign-Urbana News-
Gazette, attached) for a May 2, 2019 incident in which Naqvi and her roommate, William Farrell, 

allegedly threatened Naqvi s ex-boyfriend with a knife so that they could delete information the ex-

boyfriend possessed related to the University s investigation into Professor Petry.  In addition to the 

criminal charges, on February 28, 2020, the Champaign County Circuit Court entered an Emergency 

Stalking No Contact Order requiring Naqvi to stay 500 feet away from Professor Petry s residence 

and further ordering that she not contact [Professor Petry] and/or other protected persons in any 

way, directly, indirectly through third parties, including, but not limited to, phone, written notes, 

mail, email, or fax.  
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Despite the University s early familiarity with the problems with Naqvi s claims, and despite its clear 

obligations to cease the investigation under a legally binding agreement, its investigation of 

Professor Petry continued for nearly a year before the University finally acknowledged  that the 

allegations raised by Naqvi were not credible, and that there had been no violation of the 

University s Sexual Harassment Policy.  In fact, the University noted evidence that Naqvi s 

allegations were rooted in a failed attempt to blackmail  Professor Petry into changing her grade.  

One witness  - was quoted as having said that Naqvi was lying to build 

a story that Dr. Petry was harassing her in order to blackmail him into giving her money and 

changing her grade,  and that, when Dr. Petry refused to do so, Naqvi wanted to destroy his 

reputation to get revenge.    

 

Regardless of this conclusion, the University unilaterally decided, after breaching the agreement, to 

expand its investigation to consider the possibility that Professor Petry had violated a separate 

University policy - the University s Code of Conduct.  This Code  does not outline specific conduct 

that University personnel should avoid, but instead speaks in aspirational language about how 

University personnel should conduct themselves, including the admonition that University 

personnel should conduct themselves in a manner that will maintain and strengthen the public s 

trust and confidence in the integrity of the University.   This provision of the Code is so vague that 

virtually any conduct the University dislikes even if the conduct concerns a faculty member s 

personal life can be found to fall within its prohibitions, while wrongful conduct of which the 

University approves (such as a decision to deliberately breach the University s contractual promises) 

somehow falls outside of it.   

 

The University s Procedural Guidelines for Handling Discrimination and Harassment Complaints 

do not give the Office of Access and Equity authority to investigate violations of the University Code 

of Conduct, yet this is precisely what occurred. 

 

The University reported that it had concluded that Professor Petry had violated this Code because 

his actions were harmful to the public s trust and confidence in the University s integrity  and were 

incompatible with his obligations to the University.   This unsupported conclusion was an apparent 

attempt to justify the University s breach of its agreement with Professor Petry in furtherance of a 

, and was based in significant part on the decision of the investigator to 

credit certain allegations that Professor Petry did not deny,  failed to deny,  or to which he refused 

to respond.   However, Professor Petry did not respond to these allegations because, under his 

agreement with the University, this was not required.  Remarkably, the investigator s report attached 

no significance to Professor Petry s agreement with the University.  In fact, the agreement that the 

University deliberately breached was not mentioned once in the thirty-six-page report. 
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As described in Professor Petry s complaint, he has incurred significant damage as a result of the 

University s breach.  Through his counsel, he has made every effort to get the University to meet its 

obligations, to no avail.  Accordingly, in order to enforce his rights, Professor Petry has no other 

option than to proceed with litigation. 

 

According to Professor Petry, I was the target of blackmail by Ms. Naqvi and a double-cross by 

University decision makers.  Members of the University Community deserve better.  

 

been associated as a faculty member for eighteen years.  I am far from a perfect individual, but this 

does no guilty until 

proven innocent approach taken    

 

In this litigation, Professor Petry is represented by lawyers at the Champaign-Urbana law firm, 

Webber & Thies, P.C., including John E. Thies, Daniel R. Thies and Michael J. Brusatte. 

 

According to Attorney John Thies, By deliberately breaching the agreement and proceeding with its 

investigation, the University appears to have placed a priority on avoiding criticism that it was weak 

on claims of sexual harassment, no matter how meritless the allegations; and no matter how much it 

would damage  a distinguished member of its faculty.  Professor Petry did not deserve this 

treatment.   

 

INFORMATION ON PROFESSOR PETRY S LEGAL TEAM 

John E. Thies is a past president of the Illinois State Bar Association, and a 1988 graduate of the 

University of Illinois College of Law which honored him with its Distinguished Alumni Award in 

2016.  Mr. Thies received a B.A. in Economics with distinction (Phi Beta Kappa) from Indiana 

University in 1984.  He has a broad range of experience in state and federal courts, which includes 

the litigation of matters throughout the state of Illinois, from trial courts to the Illinois Supreme 

Court. He has a Martindale-Hubble peer review rating of AV, has earned the Super Lawyers 

designation by Law & Politics (limited to 5% of licensed active attorneys in Illinois) and has been 

selected for inclusion in the Leading Lawyers Network (which has designated him as being in the top 

ten downstate business lawyers in Illinois).  

Daniel R. Thies is magna cum laude graduate of Yale University and Harvard Law School. He has 

litigated complex commercial disputes and defended class actions throughout the state of Illinois, 

and in federal courts across the country. Prior to joining Webber & Thies, he was an associate at 

Sidley Austin LLP and clerked for Chief Judge James F. Holderman of the United States District 
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Court for the Northern District of Illinois and for Judge Jerry E. Smith of the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Mr. Thies has served as an adjunct professor at the John Marshall Law 

School and is currently a member of the Council of the American Bar Association Section of Legal 

Education & Admissions to the Bar and the Illinois State Bar Association s Federal Civil Practice 

Section Council and the Young Lawyers Division Council. 

Michael J. Brusatte is a graduate of the University of Illinois and the Saint Louis University School 

of Law. He focuses his practice in general litigation, appellate litigation, and business representation. 

Prior to joining Webber & Thies, Mr. Brusatte clerked for Judge Colin S. Bruce of the United States 

District Court for the Central District of Illinois and worked as a staff attorney for the Illinois Third 

District Appellate Court. He is currently a member of the Illinois State Bar Association s Standing 

Committee on Judicial Evaluations-Outside Cook County.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  

 

E. Joy Owen 

Webber & Thies, P.C. 

202 Lincoln Square  

PO Box 189 

Urbana, IL 61803 

(217) 367-1126 

jowen@webberthies.com 
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UI prof's accuser, roommate accused of
holding ex at knifepoint, deleting �les

Tue, 05/07/2019 - 11:01pm | Mary Schenk (/author/mary-schenk) and Julie Wurth (/author/julie-
wurth)

URBANA — Two University of Illinois students have been criminally
charged for allegedly threatening a man with a knife so they could
delete information from his computer.

Roommates William Farrell, 23, and Summer Sundas Naqvi, 21, who
both listed an address in the 300 block of East White Street,
Champaign, were arraigned Tuesday on charges of intimidation and
aggravated unlawful restraint, Class 3 felonies, following their arrests
Monday by UI police.

The charges stemmed from an incident that happened in the
apartment of Naqvi's ex-boyfriend in the 400 block of East University
Avenue late Thursday afternoon. The victim did not report what
happened to police until Saturday morning.

State's Attorney Julia Rietz said Naqvi and Farrell allegedly
threatened and intimidated Naqvi's former boyfriend so that Naqvi
could delete information from his computer that the victim believed
was related to Naqvi's allegations of sexual harassment against
former UI economics Professor Joe Petry.

In a Facebook post Sunday afternoon, Naqvi identified herself as the
student who posted an anonymous message on Reddit in early April
accusing Petry of sexual misconduct with students.
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Petry was placed on administrative leave from his teaching job in
early February while the UI investigated him for a sexual-harassment
complaint filed last fall, according to emails and other information
obtained by News-Gazette Media.

On April 27, Petry announced his retirement from the UI, effective
May 31, saying his resignation was part of an agreement he signed
with the UI in exchange for the investigation being dropped.

The university, however, maintains that the investigation continues
and that Petry remains on leave. The two sides disagree about
whether the agreement, signed in early April, is valid. UI
spokeswoman Robin Kaler said Tuesday the investigation is
"ongoing," and documents show the case has been referred to an
outside law firm.

Summarizing the UI police report, Rietz said that Naqvi contacted her
23-year-old ex-boyfriend Thursday to say she wanted to talk to him.
He invited her to come to his apartment, and when he went to the
first-floor main entrance to let her in, Farrell came around the corner,
allegedly grabbed him by the shirt and demanded that he delete his
Reddit account.

When the man refused, he and Farrell got into a physical struggle,
with Farrell putting the man in a headlock. The alleged victim
grabbed a folding knife that Farrell had in a holster on his hip and
tossed it away, but Naqvi retrieved the knife and gave it back to
Farrell, according to the report.

Farrell then allegedly held the knife on the victim as the trio made
their way upstairs to his apartment.

"In his apartment, she deleted files from his computer and cellphone
while Farrell stood by him with the knife and made threatening
statements to him," Rietz said.

She added that the victim reported that Farrell was holding the knife
to his throat.

(http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2019-03-04/second-two-wanted-feb-
3-shooting-champaign-turns-himself.html)

Second of two wanted in Feb. 3 shooting in
Champaign turns himself in
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UI Police spokesman Pat Wade said Farrell made the man sit on a
bed while he blocked the door and Naqvi accessed his computer.

"We don't know what files she deleted and why she deleted them,"
Wade said. "She declined to talk to detectives."

Farrell did give police a statement Monday, and afterward, both he
and Naqvi were arrested.

Wade and Rietz confirmed that the alleged victim was not physically
harmed and that the incident continues to be investigated.

Both appeared Tuesday before Judge John Kennedy, who set bond
for each at $25,000. Urbana attorney Tom Bruno appeared for Naqvi
and entered a not guilty plea.

Farrell asked for the services of a public defender, requested a
probable-cause hearing and was told to be back in court May 16.
Naqvi is due back in court July 2 for a pretrial status hearing. Both UI
seniors remained in jail Tuesday afternoon.

If convicted of either of the Class 3 felony offenses, they face penalties
ranging from probation to two to five years in prison.

Kaler would not comment on the case, citing student privacy rights.

Naqvi's Facebook post repeats the claims she made anonymously
about Petry on Reddit. It said she had shared incriminating
information with UI police last fall and criticized the UI for allowing
Petry to continue teaching until February.

In the post, Naqvii said she initially publicized the information
because the university had told students only that Petry was on
emergency family leave.

Through his attorney, Petry said late Tuesday that some accusations
leveled against him are not true but admitted engaging in
"communications of a social nature" with an unnamed former student
through a social-media platform. He said it was consensual and
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Read Next Story

http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2019-03-04/second-two-wanted-feb-3-shooting-champaign-turns-himself.html
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2019-03-04/second-two-wanted-feb-3-shooting-champaign-turns-himself.html
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2019-03-04/second-two-wanted-feb-3-shooting-champaign-turns-himself.html


insisted he did not violate any university policies, but expressed
regret for his "poor judgment" and any harm caused to his family and
others.
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(http://static.news-
gazette.com/sites/all/files/imagecache/lightbox_800_600_scale/images/2019/05/08/0508_loca_summer_naqvi.jpg)
Summer Sundas Naqvi, 21, of Champaign, arraigned Tuesday, May 7, 2019, on
charges of intimidation and aggravated unlawful restraint in an incident
Thursday afternoon in which her roommate allegedly held her ex-boyfriend at
knifepoint while she allegedly deleted files from his computer and cellphone.

Photographer: 
Champaign County Jail
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William Farrell, 23, of Champaign, arraigned Tuesday, May 7, 2019, on charges
of intimidation and aggravated unlawful restraint in an incident Thursday
afternoon in which he allegedly held his roommate's ex-boyfriend at knifepoint
while the roommate allegedly deleted files from his computer and cellphone.

Photographer: 
Champaign County Jail
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