
Statement of William E. Adams, Jr., Managing Director, ABA Section of Legal Education and 
Admissions to the Bar Regarding Florida Coastal School of Law:  

On April 2, 2021, the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar was informed 
of the U.S. Department of Education’s decision to end access to federal student financial aid for 
Florida Coastal School of Law effective April 1, 2021. While the Department of Education's 
action could have a bearing on the law school's ability to operate in compliance with the ABA 
Standards, Florida Coastal School of Law remains an ABA-approved law school. Under the 
ABA Standards and Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law Schools, formal Council action is 
required to withdraw a law school’s approval. The process for the law school to qualify for and 
maintain its access to federal student financial aid is a U.S. Department of Education process. 

In the wake of the Department of Education’s decision, the ABA has directed Florida Coastal 
School of Law to file a teach-out plan. Both federal regulations and rules of the Council of the 
Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar require a law school’s teach-out plan to 
provide equitable treatment of students affected by the plan. At this time, we expect the plan to 
be reviewed by the Executive Committee of the Council in late April 2021. That review and the 
law school's plan are not public matters under the ABA Rules, although those rules do not 
prevent the law school from making its proposed plan public. Given the timeline for the law 
school and its students, we would expect the law school to file and execute its plan in a timely 
fashion. Nothing in the teach-out rules prevents a law school from addressing the needs of the 
students in advance of the plan being approved. The Council's review will cover both what the 
law school has done and proposes to do to fulfill its responsibilities under the teach-out plan 
rules. The Managing Director’s Office cannot comment further until the law school’s plans 
become clear and the teach-out plan has been approved. 

The action taken by the U.S. Department of Education is a separate action from the accreditation 
process. The ABA Council of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar has no 
authority or jurisdiction over the action taken by the Department of Education and the Managing 
Director’s office cannot answer any questions regarding the actions taken by the Department. 
Questions should be directed to the Department of Education.  

Neither the Council nor the Managing Director’s Office can provide assistance with student 
loans. Students should work directly with the law school. Questions should be directed to the 
Department of Education. Additional information can be found at 
https://studentaid.gov/h/announcements-events.  

The Managing Director’s Office can only address questions regarding the ABA Standards and 
Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law Schools. Media seeking further information, please 
contact Bill Choyke in the ABA Division of Media Relations and Strategic Communications at 
bill.choyke@americanbar.org or 202.662.1864. 
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