
 
 
March 29, 2020 
 
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye 
California Supreme Court 
350 McAllister St Ste 1295 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Committee of Bar Examiners 
California State Bar  
Office of Admissions  
180 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 

Dear Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye, Associate Justices of the Court, and members of the Committee 
of Bar Examiners (CBE): 

The undersigned deans of the California ABA accredited schools collectively represent over 3,500 J.D. 
students graduating this spring.  Our graduates have invested considerably—in time, money and 
effort— in their legal educations. The many of our graduates seeking to practice in California expect to 
have the opportunity to take the July 2020 bar exam as a necessary step in beginning their careers.  We 
recognize that, because of the current circumstances in California and our nation, there is now a 
substantial likelihood that the California bar exam will not be able to proceed in its usual manner, with 
thousands taking it in large convention halls in July.   

None of us could have foreseen the arrival of COVID-19 and the tremendous effects this virus has 
already had on our state.  Our law schools pivoted on very short notice to on-line education, as schools 
and universities across the state have done the same.  Businesses have been shuttered, we all work to 
stay safer at home, and even many aspects of the California courts’ operations are at a near standstill.  

With respect to the bar exam, we know that many states have begun the difficult deliberation of what 
to do about the July 2020 bar exam.  New York has already postponed their exam, while Oregon and 
Colorado have announced their intention to hold the exam if possible.  Other states are likely to decide 
within the next few weeks, with the National Council of Bar Examiners having announced that a decision 
about the MBE (and UBE) will be made on May 5. Some states have also already begun conversations 
about potential temporary alternative pathways to licensing attorneys in this crisis situation. 

We write now to make three requests. 

(1) We recognize the importance of thinking carefully and seriously about how to proceed.  As 
deans of California’s ABA accredited law schools, who train a significant majority of the state’s 
lawyers, we offer our assistance in the discussion of options and the review of the implications 
of each option for our students, our community of lawyers, and the communities of citizens who 
need the services of lawyers.  The decisions that must be made about the July bar exam will 
have enormous implications for all those constituencies.  We believe that our input can help the 



Committee of Bar Examiners and the Court resolve the difficult issues that surround this 
decision. 
 

(2) We further recommend that California not rush to make a definitive decision about how to 
proceed, and especially not move to cancel or postpone July’s exam without planning for an 
alternative pathway for licensing new attorneys.  We know that a closed Emergency CBE 
meeting has been called for tomorrow, March 29th, to discuss the bar exam.   We commend the 
CBE for beginning this process when there is still time for discussion and deliberation, and we 
hope that no action will be taken without a process of consultation with us and others, including 
legal employers in the private and public sectors as well as public interest lawyers. 
 

(3) As the Court and the CBE work to address this critical situation, we hope that you will be open to 
considering a variety of alternatives.  We recognize the need for ensuring minimum 
competency, but equally for creative thinking and ingenuity.  We are also well aware that we 
potentially face an extended period of some degree of disruption.  We are concerned that New 
York’s decision to postpone its bar exam until some undeclared date in the fall will cause as 
many new problems as it will solve.  For example, there is no assurance that large convention 
halls will be safe then, either—and what then?  We are concerned that the backlog of bar exams 
and results, as well as the licensing of attorneys, could be deferred for an indefinite period of 
time, to the detriment not only of our students but of employers, clients and access to justice. 

This is a very stressful situation for our students, especially for those who will soon graduate.  However, 
we believe that if we work together and engage creatively in resolving this crisis, we will be serving the 
interests of both our students and our state.  

Any of us listed below would be willing to participate in a working group, or any other formal or informal 
opportunities to collaborate with members of the CBE, the Court, and leaders of the Bar, to evaluate 
options for the July bar exam and alternative paths to licensure in 2020. We believe this process should 
begin immediately with the goal of making recommendations to the CBE and the Court by the end of 
April, which would leave sufficient time for a final decision to be made early in May. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Paul L. Caron 
Duane and Kelly Roberts Dean and Professor of Law 
Pepperdine University Rick J. Caruso School of Law 
 
Erwin Chemerinsky 
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Berkeley School of Law 
 
Michael T. Colatrella Jr. 
Interim Dean & Professor of Law 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
 



Allen Easley 
Dean 
Western State College of Law 
 
David L. Faigman 
Chancellor & Dean & John F. Digardi Professor of Law 
University of California Hastings College of the Law 
 
Stephen C. Ferruolo 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of San Diego School of Law 
 
Susan Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of San Francisco School of Law 
 
Andrew T. Guzman 
Dean and Carl Mason Franklin Chair in Law, & Professor of Law and Political Science  
University of Southern California, Gould School of Law 
 
Anna M. Han 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Santa Clara University, School of Law 
 
Rudolph C. Hasl 
Interim Dean 
Whittier School of Law 
 
Kevin R Johnson 
Dean and Mabie-Apallas Professor of Public Interest Law and Chicano Studies 
University of California, Davis School of Law 
 
Kevin Marshall 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Laverne College of Law 
 
Jenny S. Martinez 
Richard E. Lang Professor of Law & Dean 
Stanford University, School of School 
 
Jennifer L. Mnookin 
Dean and David G. Price & Dallas P. Price Professor of Law 
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law 
 



Anthony Niedwiecki 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Golden Gate University, School of Law 
 
Matt Parlow 
Dean and Donald P. Kennedy Chair in Law 
Chapman University Dale E. Fowler School of Law 
 
Susan Westerberg Prager 
Dean and Chief Executive Officer 
Southwestern Law School 
 
L. Song Richardson 
Dean and Chancellor’s Professor of Law  
University of California, Irvine School of Law 
 
Niels Schaumann 
President and Dean 
California Western School of Law 
 
Michael Waterstone 
Fritz B. Burns Dean and Professor of Law  
Loyola Law School, Loyola Marymount University 
 
 
 
 


