
Possible Safe Harbors Regarding Political Campaign Intervention by 
Section 501(c)(3) Organizations 

 
Provided there is no explicit support of or opposition to a named 
candidate and excluding any remarks made or republished in any paid 
mass media advertisements as well as any voter guide, the following 
remarks by an organization at an event of the organization, on its 
webpage, or in a letter or publication of the organization directed 
toward its members will not be considered participating in or 
intervening in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to 
any candidate for public office, even if the remarks stress the 
importance of voting and urge the audience to vote:  

 
1.  Remarks (in oral, written, electronic, or other form) by a 
speaker, whether or not an official of the organization, of (a) broad 
discussion of social, economic and similar policies so long as the 
remarks to not discuss or refer to the policies of the current 
administration, the policies or platforms of any party, and do not name 
or identify any candidate and do not refer to or make comparisons to 
the positions of any candidate; and  
 (b) the remarks can be shown, through reference to other 
documents, speeches, etc. to be related to and to advance the 
organization's mission and principles. 
  
2. Remarks (in oral, written, electronic, or other form), including 
remarks that name the candidates and refer to their positions, (a) by a 
speaker, whether or not an official of the organization, who states 
during the remarks that he or she is not telling the audience how to 
vote and is speaking only for him or herself; and 
 (b) that can be shown, through reference to other documents, 
speeches, etc. to be related to and to advance the organization's 
mission and principles.  
 
3.   Remarks (in oral, written, electronic, or other form) by a 
speaker, whether or not an official of the organization, (a) 
criticizing or praising the policies of the current administration or 
of any political party, including party platforms, so long as the 
remarks do not name or identify any candidate and do not refer to or 
make comparisons to the positions of any candidate; and 
 (b) that can be shown, through reference to other documents, 
speeches, etc. to be related to and to advance the organization's 
mission and principles. 
 
4.   Remarks (in oral, written, electronic, or other form) by a 
speaker, whether or not an official of the organization, (a) that can 
be show to be similar to other remarks regularly made by the 
organization outside of any election cycle; and 
     (b) that can be shown, through reference to other documents, 
speeches, etc. to be related to and to advance the organization's 
mission and principles.   
 
     
 
 


