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Re:  Accreditation Policy Task Force
Dear Colleagues:

I appreciate your willingness to undertake what I consider to be a challenging and
reflective endeavor relating to the accreditation of law schools.

The single most important activity of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to
the Bar (and possibly of the ABA) is the accreditation of the nation’s law schools. As
you know, the Council has just completed a five-year review of the Standards and last
year a study of the process of accreditation was completed. Numerous adjustments have
been made in both the substance and process of accreditation. The Standards,
Interpretations and Procedures have evolved over a substantial period of time. If we
were designing a system of accreditation from scratch, it is doubtful it would look
exactly like what we have today. I think the time is right to look at law school
accreditation conceptually, from a distance, and from a policy standpoint.

You are asked to consider the relevant concepts and broad issues of accreditation. Your
focus should be on what is a sound program of legal education and measure against that.
I think the goal of accreditation should be to provide for a system based on standards
which provide for the least possible -amount of intrusion on the schools, recognize that
one size does not fit all, and provide for maximum flexibility on the part of the schools. I
would not want the Task Force to get bogged down in the details of the Standards or in
drafting. Policy analysis and recommendations are what is desired.
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I ask that you a) review the standards for accreditation used by other accrediting groups,
b) determine what the Department of Education requires of accrediting bodies, and c)
formulate an agenda which will address those issues that raise concerns as to whether it
is appropriate and necessary for our accreditation standards to prescribe conduct on the
part of law schools which tend to limit innovation and impose requirements which are
not basic to the goals of accreditation. It has been suggested that the standards should
focus more on measurement and assessment of outputs and less on inputs.

In other words, you are asked to take a fresh look at accreditation from a policy
perspective. Please provide status reports of your progress as you see fit and submit your
report in time for the Council to consider it at its June 2007 meeting. Let me know what
the Council or I can do to assist you along the way.

Thank you for undertaking this important work.

Very truly yours,

s /4 /@%M—————-

William R. Rakes, Chairperson
Section of Legal Education and
Admissions to the Bar

WRR:wgb
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Pauline A. Schneider, Esq., Chairperson
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Professor Randy A. Hertz
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