
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

 
 
United States of America, Civil No. 06-497 (DWF/SRN) 
 

Plaintiff, 
FINDINGS OF FACT, 

v. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
AND ORDER 

Nash Sonibare and 
Liberty Financial Group, Inc., 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
Michael R. Pahl, Esq., US Department of Justice, counsel for Plaintiff. 
 
James C. Snyder, Sr., Esq., Snyder Law Office, PA, counsel for Defendants. 

 
 
 This matter is before the Court upon Plaintiff’s motion request to find the Defendant 

in constructive civil contempt of court for violation of the Court’s Order prohibiting the 

Defendant from preparing federal income tax returns and for failing to post a notice at his 

business informing the public that a federal judge has directed that, until further order of the 

Court, he is not to prepare federal tax returns. 

 Based upon the presentations and request of the Plaintiff, and the Court having 

entered an Order in this matter on March 7, 2006, and the Court being otherwise duly 

advised in the premises, the Court hereby makes the following: 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

 1. Internal Revenue Service Agent Nona Bosshart has filed an affidavit with this 

Court, dated March 13, 2006. 

 2. On March 7, 2006, the Court ordered Defendant Nash Sonibare, individually 

and doing business as Liberty Financial Group, Inc., to stop preparing federal income tax 

returns.  At that time, the Court also ordered the Defendant to post a notice on his office 

door that a temporary restraining order had been issued prohibiting him from preparing 

federal income tax returns. 

 3. On March 8, 2006, Agent Bosshart went to the Defendant’s office.  No notice 

was posted on the office doors, as ordered by the Court.  IRS Agent Bosshart also observed 

two women working behind the counter and a man sitting in the waiting area with a folder, 

presumably to have his federal income tax return prepared. 

 4. On March 9, 2006, Agent Bosshart again went to the front of the Defendant’s 

office door.  Again, no notice was posted on March 9, 2006, in violation of the Court’s 

Order of March 7, 2006. 

 5. On March 10, 2006, at approximately 2:00 p.m., Agent Bosshart again went 

to the Defendant’s office.  Again, no notice was posted on the Defendant’s office door.  

While looking through the window of the Defendant’s office, Agent Bosshart observed the 

Defendant in the back office and a man with a LA Dodgers baseball cap in the waiting area. 

 6. On March 10, 2006, Agent Bosshart observed two men, including the one 

with a LA Dodgers baseball cap referenced in the above paragraph, walk out of Defendant’s 
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office.  Both men appeared to be in their early twenties.  Agent Bosshart approached the 

two men, presented her badge identifying herself as an Internal Revenue Service agent, and 

asked them if they had just come out of the tax office.  One of the men replied, “Yes.”  She 

then asked, “Did Sonibare prepare a tax return for you?”  The man replied, “Yes.”  Agent 

Bosshart then asked if he just paid for it while in the office, to which he replied, “Yes [I paid 

for it] “[b]y credit card.” 

7. That any conclusion of law which may be deemed a finding of fact is 

incorporated herein as such. 

 Based upon the above findings of fact, the Court hereby enters the following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 1. Defendant Nash Sonibare, individually and doing business as Liberty Financial 

Group, Inc., is in constructive civil contempt of this Court to the extent that on March 8, 

March 9, and March 10, 2006, Defendant failed to post a notice on his office door or 

window, as ordered by the Court, that a temporary restraining order had been issued 

preventing him from preparing federal tax returns. 

 2. The Court finds that the Defendant has the ability to comply with this 

provision of the Court’s prior Order and has failed to do so. 

 3. The Court finds that at least on one occasion the Defendant, in violation of 

the Court’s Order of March 7, 2006, prepared a federal income tax return in violation of 

this Court’s Order.  To that extent, the Court finds the Defendant in constructive civil 

contempt of this Court. 
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 4. That in order to secure compliance wi th the Court’s Order of March 7, 2006, 

the Court finds it necessary to direct that the United States Marshal’s Service, in 

consultation with the Internal Revenue Service, specifically Agent Nona Bosshart, and any 

other designated individuals, to immediately proceed to Defendant Nash Sonibare’s place of 

business, known as Liberty Financial Group, Inc., 1821 University Avenue, Suite N942, St. 

Paul, Minnesota, to change the locks without further order of this Court and to prominently 

post an order on the door or widow of the Defendant’s business, consistent with the Court’s 

March 7, 2006 Order and in consultation with the Internal Revenue Service. 

 The Court finds that this Order is necessary to secure compliance with the Court’s 

Order of March 7, 2006 pending a hearing in this matter. 

 5. The Court further finds that the Defendant shall be responsible to the United 

States of America for its costs and attorney fees, not only for the necessity of bringing this 

motion to adhere compliance with the Order of the Court, but for the costs of bringing the 

motion that the Court heard on March 7, 2006.  The Court will reserve the right to order 

reimbursement to the United States of America for the costs of the investigation pending a 

hearing in this matter. 

6. Any finding of fact which may be deemed a conclusion of law is incorporated 

herein as such. 

 Based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the Court hereby 

enters the following: 

ORDER 
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 1. The United States Marshal’s Service, in consultation with the Internal 

Revenue Service, is directed, upon receipt of this Order, to immediately proceed to 

Defendant Nash Sonibare’s place of business, known as Liberty Financial Group, Inc., 

1821 University Avenue, Suite N492, St. Paul, Minnesota, and change the locks of the 

Defendant’s place of business or otherwise secure the business for the purpose of closing 

the business and, at the same time, post a notice, consistent with the Order of this Court set 

forth above.  At the time the United States Marshal’s Service changes the locks or 

otherwise secures the Defendant’s business, a copy of this Order shall be left at the 

premises, as well as served on the Defendant. 

 2. The Court respectfully directs the United States of America to file an 

affidavit setting forth the attorney fees and costs incurred in the investigation of this matter 

and in preparation for the hearing of March 7, 2006, as well as the overall time expended on 

the investigation of this matter. 
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Order to Show Cause Hearing 

 3. This matter is hereby set, absent stipulation of the parties, for an Order to 

Show Cause hearing on Friday, March 24, 2006, at 2:00 p.m., in Courtroom 1, 7 th Floor, 

180 East Fifth Street, St. Paul, Minnesota.  The Defendant is ordered to show cause why he 

should not be held in civil contempt of court, with additional sanctions imposed.  

Defendant’s business, Liberty Financial Group, Inc., shall remain closed in order to secure 

compliance with this Order and the Order entered on March 7, 2006, absent stipulation of 

the parties or until further order of this Court. 

Service 

 4. The Court directs that this Order be served upon counsel for Plaintiff and 

counsel for Defendant by electronic case filing and United States Mail, as well as a copy be 

left at the business known as Liberty Financial Group, Inc., and a copy provided to the 

United States Marshal’s Service for the District of Minnesota immediately. 

 
Dated:  March  15, 2006  s/Donovan W. Frank 

     DONOVAN W. FRANK 
     Judge of United States District Court 
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