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Former Chief of Staff Thinks JCT Should Investigate the IRS
by George K. Yin

To the Editor:

House Ways and Means Committee Chair Dave Camp, R-Mich., has reportedly rejected use of a joint committee to
investigate the IRS because such a committee would not be authorized to access confidential tax return information
(Lindsey McPherson, Fred Stokeld, and Meg Shreve, "Second W&M Hearing on EO Scandal Further Divides
Committee," Tax Notes, June 10, 2013, p. 1237 ). Yet Camp already heads a joint committee (the Joint Committee on
Taxation), which has that specific authority under sections 6103(f) and 8023. Moreover, the JCT was created for the
express purpose of investigating the tax agency's administration of the tax laws, following a lengthy Senate
investigation of corruption charges against the agency and possible favoritism towards companies associated with
then-Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon.1 Congress wanted a permanent organization to conduct future tax
investigations, oversee the agency, and make sure it was administering the law in the manner Congress intended.
Camp should make use of this valuable resource to streamline Congress's efforts and prevent the integrity of its

George K. Yin makes the case for the Joint Committee on Taxation spearheading the investigation into the IRS's
treatment of some section 501(c)(4) groups.



investigation from being undermined by political squabbling.

The 20-month Senate investigation led by the tax agency's (and Mellon's) chief antagonist (former Sen. James
Couzens, R-Mich.) ultimately failed to uncover any evidence of fraud, corruption, favoritism, or gross incompetence.
What it did find was some amount of administrative bungling. During and immediately after the Great War, Congress
carelessly passed certain legislation that was extremely difficult to administer. Some of these cases were handled very
poorly by the agency, which was suffering from severe personnel problems resulting from its greatly expanded
responsibilities during that period. The current, serious controversy may or may not have a similar explanation, but we
will never know for sure unless Congress relies upon its impartial experts to determine the truth.

Very truly yours,

George K. Yin
Edwin S. Cohen Distinguished
Professor of Law and Taxation,
University of Virginia
JCT Chief of Staff, 2003-2005
June 13, 2013

FOOTNOTE

1 See section 8022(1); George K. Yin, "James Couzens, Andrew Mellon, the 'Greatest Tax Suit in the History of the
World,' and Creation of the Joint Committee on Taxation and Its Staff," 66 Tax L. Rev. __ (forthcoming 2013), current
draft available at http://ssrn.com/abstract=2151409.
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