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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  USC Gould School of Law Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni, and Supporters 
 
From:  Michael Quick 

Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
Date:  January 6, 2015 
 
Subject: Appointment of Andrew Guzman as Dean of the USC Gould School of Law 
 
 
On behalf of President Nikias, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Andrew T. Guzman as dean of 
the USC Gould School of Law, effective July 1, 2015. Professor Guzman will also hold the Carl Mason 
Franklin Chair in Law. 
  
Professor Guzman is highly qualified to lead the Gould School of Law as it continues to advance its 
already-outstanding reputation and influence. He will join USC from the University of California, Berkeley, 
where he is the Jackson H. Ralston Professor of Law.  Professor Guzman has distinguished himself as one 
of the nation’s leading scholars of international law and has proven success in academic leadership as 
Associate Dean for International and Executive Education and Director of the Advanced Law Degree 
Programs. 
 
Professor Guzman’s research addresses problems across the range of public and private international law, 
including international regulatory cooperation, foreign investment, international trade, theories of 
international law, and rational choice approaches.  Recent work has addressed international tribunals, soft 
law, the safety of imported products, and climate change.  He is a member of the board of editors of six 
journals including the Journal of International Economic Law. He is also a member of the Academic 
Council of the Institute for Transnational Arbitration and has served as an international arbitrator. Professor 
Guzman has published six books and dozens of articles. His most recent book is Overheated: The Human 
Cost of Climate Change (Oxford University Press).  
 
He joined the faculty at UC Berkeley in 1998 and has been visiting professor at Harvard, Chicago, Virginia, 
Vanderbilt, Hamburg, National (Bangalore), World Trade Institute (Bern), Barcelona, St. Gallen 
(Switzerland), and Catolica (Lisbon).  Before joining the faculty at Berkeley, he served as Judicial Clerk at 
the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. He received his J.D. and his Ph.D. in economics 
from Harvard University. 
 
I want to thank Robert Rasmussen for his exemplary service as dean of the Gould School since 2007, and 
for continuing in this role during the transition period. He has been an inspiring leader to students, faculty 
and friends of the school, and he has taken significant steps to advance the school in line with the goals of 
the USC Strategic Vision: Matching Deeds to Ambitions.  Under his guidance, the school has launched a 
number of successful new interdisciplinary and online programs, recruited outstanding faculty, and 
expanded international partnerships. A recent notable success was the strong class admitted in 2014.  We 
are all glad he will continue his teaching and scholarship as a full-time member of the faculty. 
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I would also like to thank the dean search committee for their outstanding work. Professor Elizabeth Garrett 
chaired the committee, joined by vice chair Dean Steve Kay, Vice Provost Marty Levine and Professors 
Jonathan Barnett, Gillian Hadfield, Gregory Keating, Tom Lyon, John Matsusaka, Camille Gear Rich, and 
Emily Ryo. Their insight and wisdom were extremely valuable throughout the search process. 
 
Please join President Nikias and me in warmly congratulating Professor Guzman on his appointment and in 
welcoming him, his wife, Jeannie Sears, and their children, Nicholas and Daniel, to the USC community. 
We all look forward to their arrival this summer. 
 
 
 
Cc: C. L. Max Nikias 
 USC Gould School of Law Board of Councilors 
 Dean Search Advisory Committee 
 Senior Vice Presidents 
 Academic Deans 


