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Call for Participation in a Discussion Group on 
The Future of Tax Administration and Enforcement 

Due: August 30, 2016 
 
The Annual Meeting Program Committee introduced a new program format, Discussion Groups, 

at the 2016 Annual Meeting to facilitate scholarly discussion and engagement. Discussion Groups 
provide a small group of faculty an opportunity to engage in a sustained conversation about a topic of 
interest. The objective is to facilitate a lively and engaging real-time discussion among participants. 
Discussion Group participants will typically be expected to write and share a short presentation 
summary (3-5 pages) as part of their participation.  The Discussion Group sessions, however, will not 
feature formal presentations.  Instead, the written summaries are intended to facilitate a lively and 
engaging real-time discussion among the participants.  Participants in this Discussion Group will consist 
of a mix of the people identified in the original proposal along with additional individuals selected on the 
basis of this call for participation. There will be limited audience seating for those not selected in 
advance to be discussion participants.   

The following is a Call for Participation in a Discussion Group on The Future of Tax 
Administration and Enforcement, to be held at the AALS Annual Meeting, Saturday, January 7, 2017 from 
8:30–10:15 am, in San Francisco. 

Description 
Enforcement and effective administration of the tax laws pose challenges for every country, 

developed and developing. Moreover, how the tax law is administered determines the substantive 
effects of the laws on the books. In the United States, the agency responsible for helping taxpayers 
voluntarily comply with federal tax laws and for coercing the recalcitrant into complying—the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS)—is not only underfunded, its image was badly damaged by what the media often 
refer to as the “IRS targeting scandal.” The IRS is thus in crisis. Over the last couple of years, it has 
reduced service to taxpayers, reduced enforcement efforts, experienced hacks of its confidential 
taxpayer information, and sent out billions of dollars in fraudulent refunds claimed by identity thieves. 
Other tax collection agencies, both in U.S. states and abroad, also struggle with resource and 
cybersecurity issues. The discussion, moderated by the Discussion Group Organizer, will include the 
following topics: 

1. How does the content of laws (tax and otherwise) matter to and affect tax administration? 

2. How should concerns about tax administration and enforcement influence the content of 

substantive tax laws, particularly as new types of transactions and new working contexts 

develop? 

3. How can tax administrators best take into account and respond to cybersecurity risks? 

4. How can tax administrators respond to the challenges posed by cross-border transactions 

and an increasingly global economy? 

5. How should the interests of taxpayer privacy be weighed against the interests of 

compliance, enforcement, and disclosure? 

6. What can underfunded tax collection agencies do to increase their efficiency in 

administering the tax laws? 
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7. How should the government gauge the extent to enforce (or not enforce) particular tax 

laws? 

8. Should we be concerned about the possible effects on tax compliance of laws designed to 

protect taxpayer interests (such as “taxpayer rights” provisions)? 

9. To what extent are service to taxpayers and enforcement of the tax laws compatible goals 

that can be performed by the same agency? 

10. How does Treasury and IRS’s compliance or noncompliance with administrative law matter 

for tax compliance? 

Call for Abstracts 
The Annual Meeting Program Committee invites faculty and administrators who would like to 

join this Discussion Group to submit a three-page abstract that addresses the topic of “The Future of Tax 
Administration and Enforcement” by August 30.  Current organizers and confirmed discussion 
participants include:  

 Leandra Lederman (Discussion Group Organizer) 

 Indiana University Maurer School of Law  

 Steven Dean, Brooklyn Law School 

 Kristen Eichensehr, UCLA School of Law 

 Kristin E. Hickman, University of Minnesota Law School 

 Stephanie Hoffer, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law  

 Lloyd Hitoshi Mayer, University of Notre Dame Law School 

 Shu-Yi Oei, Tulane Law School 

 Christopher J. Walker, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law 

Space in this Discussion Group is limited; the Committee, along with the faculty who proposed 
this discussion, will select the remaining discussion participants from the abstracts submitted.   At the 
AALS Annual Meeting in January, selected participants will make a one-two minute presentation during 
the Discussion Group.  The remaining time will be devoted to a moderated, roundtable group discussion.   

Online Submission Requirements 
 The title of the submitted presentation/paper; 

 The name and contact information of the applying participant; 

 A detailed three-page, double-spaced abstract that addresses the topic; and 

 The curriculum vitae of the applying participant. 

Selection Criteria 
 The fit and overall quality of the program for the Discussion Group; and 

 The diversity that the applying participant may bring in terms of a variety of factors including 

viewpoint diversity, institutional affiliation and status (tenure-track, non-tenure track, tenured).  

 

Abstracts are due by August 30, 2016 and should be submitted using the online submission form.   

 

https://aalsweb.wufoo.com/forms/s1r6j2yh08trops/

