
STANDARDS 304 and 305 
 
The proposal moves the field placement experience from Standard 305 into Standard 304 with 
simulation courses and law clinics, the other categories of experiential learning identified in the 
Standards. The assumption is that the experiences from field placements are more in keeping 
with those programs than with offerings such law review and moot court, which are covered in 
Standard 305. In moving field placements to Standard 304, requirements are added that are 
commensurate with those required for clinics and simulation courses—a means of guided 
reflection; opportunities for performance, feedback, and self-evaluation; and direct supervision. 
The new Standard also defines a field placement course as one that provides substantial 
lawyering experience and calls for the creation of a written understanding for the experience. It 
also imports components from Standard 305 such as the requirement for appropriate 
prerequisites or sufficient training, and the need for credit granted to be commensurate with the 
time and effort required. The revision removes any distinctions in the requirements for these 
programs based on credits offered, and mandates that records should be maintained for all 
placements. The revision also requires that law schools maintain sufficient control of the student 
experience at the field placement site to ensure that the requirements of the Standard are met.  
 
Standard 305 remains to provide guidance for other academic study that does not involve 
attendance at a regularly scheduled class session, including, but not limited to, moot court, law 
review, and directed research. A new interpretation is added to Standard 305 similar to that 
recently adopted for Standard 304 that alerts schools that any program offered under the 
Standard that is intended to satisfy Standard 303 (as a writing experience or an experiential 
course) must comply with the requirements of that Standard. 
 
The changes in Standard 304 and 305 require citation changes in Standard 307 (in which field 
placements outside of the United States are described), and in Interpretation 311-2 (in which 
calculation of credit hours is described). 
 
Please note that this proposal eliminates current Interpretation 305-2 (“A law school may not 
grant credit to a student for participation in a field placement program for which the student 
receives compensation.”) and does not include a similar prohibition in revised Standard 304. The 
proposal is based on the assumption that adequate protections have been created in the revised 
Standard so as to ensure that students participating in field placements for which compensation is 
offered would be receiving a substantial lawyering experience deserving of academic credit. 
 
 
Redlined: 
 
Standard 304. SIMULATION COURSES, AND LAW CLINICS, AND FIELD 
PLACEMENTS 
 
(a) A simulation course provides substantial experience not involving an actual client that (1) is 
reasonably similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engaging in 
other lawyering tasks in a set of facts and circumstances devised or adopted by a faculty 
member, and (2) includes the following:  



 
(i) direct supervision of the student's performance by the faculty member;  
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; 
and  
 
(iii) a classroom instructional component. 
 

(b) A law clinic provides substantial lawyering experience that (1) involves advising or 
representing one or more actual clients or serving as a third-party neutral, and (2) includes the 
following: 

 
(i) direct supervision of the student’s performance by a faculty member;  
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; 
and  
 
(iii) a classroom instructional component.  

 
(c) A field placement course provides substantial lawyering experience that (1) is reasonably 
similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engaging in other 
lawyering tasks in a setting outside a law clinic under the supervision of a licensed attorney or an 
individual otherwise qualified to supervise, and (2) includes the following:  
 

(i) direct supervision of the student’s performance by a faculty member or site supervisor; 
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from either a faculty member or a site 
supervisor, and self-evaluation;  

 
(iii) a written understanding among the student, faculty member, and a person in 
authority at the field placement that describes both (A) the substantial lawyering 
experience and opportunities for performance, feedback and self-evaluation; and (B) the 
respective roles of faculty and any site supervisor in supervising the student and in 
assuring the educational quality of the experience for the student, including a clearly 
articulated method of evaluating the student’s academic performance;  

 
(iv) a method for selecting, training, evaluating and communicating with site supervisors, 
including regular contact between the faculty and site supervisors through in-person visits 
or other methods of communication that will assure the quality of the student educational 
experience. When appropriate, a school may use faculty members from other law schools 
to supervise or assist in the supervision or review of a field placement program; 

 
(v) a classroom instructional component, regularly scheduled tutorials, or other means of 
ongoing, contemporaneous, faculty-guided reflection; and 

 
(vi) evaluation of each student’s educational achievement by a faculty member.; and 



 
(vii) sufficient control of the student experience to ensure that the requirements of the 
Standard are met. The law school must maintain records to document the steps taken to 
ensure compliance with the Standard, which shall include, but is not necessarily limited 
to, the written understandings described in Standard 304(c)(iii). 

 
(d) Credit granted for such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall be 
commensurate with the time and effort required and the anticipated quality of the educational 
experience of the student. 
 
(e) Each student in such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall have 
successfully completed sufficient prerequisites or shall receive sufficient contemporaneous 
training to assure the quality of the student educational experience. 
 
Interpretation 304-1 
To qualify as an experiential course under Standard 303, a simulation, law clinic, or field 
placement must also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 303(a)(3). 
 
 
Standard 305. FIELD PLACEMENTS AND OTHER ACADEMIC STUDY OUTSIDE 
THE CLASSROOM 
 
(a) A law school may grant credit toward the J.D. degree for courses that involve student 
participation in studies or activities in a format that does not involve attendance at regularly 
scheduled class sessions, including, but not limited to, courses approved as part of a field 
placement program, moot court, law review, and directed research.  
 
(b) Credit granted for such a course shall be commensurate with the time and effort required and 
the anticipated quality of the educational experience of the student.  
 
(c) Each student’s educational achievement in such a course shall be evaluated by a faculty 
member. When appropriate a school may use faculty members from other law schools to 
supervise or assist in the supervision or review of a field placement program.  
 
(d) The studies or activities shall be approved in advance and periodically reviewed following 
the school’s established procedures for approval of the curriculum.  
 
(e) A field placement program shall include:  

 
(1) a clear statement of its goals and methods, and a demonstrated relationship between 
those goals and methods and the program in operation;  
 
(2) adequate instructional resources, including faculty teaching in and supervising the 
program who devote the requisite time and attention to satisfy program goals and are 
sufficiently available to students;  
 



(3) a clearly articulated method of evaluating each student’s academic performance 
involving both a faculty member and the site supervisor;  
 
(4) a method for selecting, training, evaluating, and communicating with site supervisors;  
 
(5) for field placements that award three or more credit hours, regular contact between 
the faculty supervisor or law school administrator and the site supervisor to assure the 
quality of the student educational experience, including the appropriateness of the 
supervision and the student work; 
 
(6) a requirement that each student has successfully completed sufficient prerequisites or 
receives sufficient training to assure the quality of the student educational experience in 
the field placement program; instruction equivalent to 28 credit hours toward the J.D. 
degree before participation in the field placement program; and 
 
(7) opportunities for student reflection on their field placement experience, through a 
seminar, regularly scheduled tutorials, or other means of guided reflection. Where a 
student may earn three or more credit hours in a field placement program, the opportunity 
for student reflection must be provided contemporaneously.  

 
(f) A law school that has a field placement program shall develop, publish, and communicate to 
students and site supervisors a statement that describes the educational objectives of the program. 
 
Interpretation 305-1 
To qualify as a writing experience under Standard 303, other academic study must also comply 
with the requirement set out in Standard 303(a)(2). To qualify as an experiential course under 
Standard 303, other academic study must also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 
303(a)(3). 
 
Interpretation 305-1 
Regular contact may be achieved through in-person visits or other methods of communication 
that will assure the quality of the student educational experience. 
 
Interpretation 305-2 
A law school may not grant credit to a student for participation in a field placement program for 
which the student receives compensation. This Interpretation does not preclude reimbursement 
of reasonable out-of-pocket expenses related to the field placement. 
 
Interpretation 305-3 
To qualify as an experiential course under Standard 303, a field placement must also comply 
with the requirements set out in Standard 303(a)(3). 

 
 
  



Standard 307. STUDIES, ACTIVITIES, AND FIELD PLACEMENTS OUTSIDE THE 
UNITED STATES 
 
(a) A law school may grant credit for (1) studies or activities outside the United States that are 
approved in accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council and 
(2) field placements outside the United States that meet the requirements of 
Standard 305 304 and are not held in conjunction with studies or activities that are approved in 
accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council. 
 
 
Standard 311.  ACADEMIC PRORAM AND ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
 
… 
 
Interpretation 311-2  
(a) In calculating the 64 credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty 
instruction for the purpose of Standard 311(b), the credit hours may include: 

(1) Credit hours earned by attendance in regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct 
faculty instruction; 
(2) Credit hours earned by participation in a simulation course or law clinic in compliance 
with Standard 304; 
(3) Credit hours earned through distance education in compliance with Standard 306; and 
(4) Credit hours earned by participation in law-related studies or activities in a country 
outside the United States in compliance with Standard 307. 

 
(b) In calculating the 64 credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty 
instruction for the purpose of Standard 311(b), the credit hours shall not include any other 
coursework, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Credit hours earned through field placements in compliance with Standard 304 and other 
study outside of the classroom in compliance with Standard 305;  
(2) Credit hours earned in another department, school, or college of the university with which 
the law school is affiliated, or at another institution of higher learning;  
(3) Credit hours earned for participation in co-curricular activities such as law review, moot 
court, and trial competition; and 
(4) Credit hours earned by participation in studies or activities in a country outside the 
United States in compliance with Standard 307 for studies or activities that are not law-
related. 
 
 

Clean: 
 
Standard 304. SIMULATION COURSES, LAW CLINICS, AND FIELD PLACEMENTS 
 
(a) A simulation course provides substantial experience not involving an actual client that (1) is 
reasonably similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engaging in 



other lawyering tasks in a set of facts and circumstances devised or adopted by a faculty 
member, and (2) includes the following:  
 

(i) direct supervision of the student's performance by the faculty member;  
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; 
and  
 
(iii) a classroom instructional component. 
 

(b) A law clinic provides substantial lawyering experience that (1) involves advising or 
representing one or more actual clients or serving as a third-party neutral, and (2) includes the 
following: 

 
(i) direct supervision of the student’s performance by a faculty member;  
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; 
and  
 
(iii) a classroom instructional component.  

 
(c) A field placement course provides substantial lawyering experience that (1) is reasonably 
similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engaging in other 
lawyering tasks in a setting outside a law clinic under the supervision of a licensed attorney or an 
individual otherwise qualified to supervise, and (2) includes the following:  
 

(i) direct supervision of the student’s performance by a faculty member or site supervisor; 
 
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from either a faculty member or a site 
supervisor, and self-evaluation;  

 
(iii) a written understanding among the student, faculty member, and a person in 
authority at the field placement that describes both (A) the substantial lawyering 
experience and opportunities for performance, feedback and self-evaluation; and (B) the 
respective roles of faculty and any site supervisor in supervising the student and in 
assuring the educational quality of the experience for the student, including a clearly 
articulated method of evaluating the student’s academic performance;  

 
(iv) a method for selecting, training, evaluating and communicating with site supervisors, 
including regular contact between the faculty and site supervisors through in-person visits 
or other methods of communication that will assure the quality of the student educational 
experience. When appropriate, a school may use faculty members from other law schools 
to supervise or assist in the supervision or review of a field placement program; 

 
(v) a classroom instructional component, regularly scheduled tutorials, or other means of 
ongoing, contemporaneous, faculty-guided reflection;  



 
(vi) evaluation of each student’s educational achievement by a faculty member; and 
 
(vii) sufficient control of the student experience to ensure that the requirements of the 
Standard are met. The law school must maintain records to document the steps taken to 
ensure compliance with the Standard, which shall include, but is not necessarily limited 
to, the written understandings described in Standard 304(c)(iii). 

 
(d) Credit granted for such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall be 
commensurate with the time and effort required and the anticipated quality of the educational 
experience of the student. 
 
(e) Each student in such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall have 
successfully completed sufficient prerequisites or shall receive sufficient contemporaneous 
training to assure the quality of the student educational experience. 
 
Interpretation 304-1 
To qualify as an experiential course under Standard 303, a simulation, law clinic, or field 
placement must also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 303(a)(3). 
 
 
Standard 305. OTHER ACADEMIC STUDY  
 
(a) A law school may grant credit toward the J.D. degree for courses that involve student 
participation in studies or activities in a format that does not involve attendance at regularly 
scheduled class sessions, including, but not limited to, moot court, law review, and directed 
research.  
 
(b) Credit granted for such a course shall be commensurate with the time and effort required and 
the anticipated quality of the educational experience of the student.  
 
(c) Each student’s educational achievement in such a course shall be evaluated by a faculty 
member.  
 
Interpretation 305-1 
To qualify as a writing experience under Standard 303, other academic study must also comply 
with the requirement set out in Standard 303(a)(2). To qualify as an experiential course under 
Standard 303, other academic study must also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 
303(a)(3). 
 
 
Standard 307. STUDIES, ACTIVITIES, AND FIELD PLACEMENTS OUTSIDE THE 
UNITED STATES 
 
(a) A law school may grant credit for (1) studies or activities outside the United States that are 
approved in accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council and 
(2) field placements outside the United States that meet the requirements of Standard 304 and are 



not held in conjunction with studies or activities that are approved in accordance with the Rules 
of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council. 
 
 
Standard 311.  ACADEMIC PRORAM AND ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
 
… 
 
Interpretation 311-2  
(a) In calculating the 64 credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty 
instruction for the purpose of Standard 311(b), the credit hours may include: 

(1) Credit hours earned by attendance in regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct 
faculty instruction; 
(2) Credit hours earned by participation in a simulation course or law clinic in compliance 
with Standard 304; 
(3) Credit hours earned through distance education in compliance with Standard 306; and 
(4) Credit hours earned by participation in law-related studies or activities in a country 
outside the United States in compliance with Standard 307. 

 
(b) In calculating the 64 credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty 
instruction for the purpose of Standard 311(b), the credit hours shall not include any other 
coursework, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Credit hours earned through field placements in compliance with Standard 304 and other 
study outside of the classroom in compliance with Standard 305;  
(2) Credit hours earned in another department, school, or college of the university with which 
the law school is affiliated, or at another institution of higher learning;  
(3) Credit hours earned for participation in co-curricular activities such as law review, moot 
court, and trial competition; and 
(4) Credit hours earned by participation in studies or activities in a country outside the 
United States in compliance with Standard 307 for studies or activities that are not law-
related. 
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