
To the Alumni of the School of Law:

I write today to update you regarding our plans to appoint permanent leadership at your
law school. As many of you know, professors Jessica Berg and Michael Scharf have
been leading the school on a temporary basis since November, 2013. After discussions
with faculty and staff last spring, Provost Bud Baeslack and I asked the two to continue
as interim deans for this academic year to give the community an opportunity to
concentrate squarely on teaching and research. Now that we have celebrated
Commencement and held the annual Society of Benchers dinner and inductions, we have
turned our attention to this critical leadership decision.

We have named a search committee that includes representatives drawn from faculty,
staff and students. The committee also includes three law alumni:

Byron S. Krantz (LAW ’62), Founding Partner, Kohrman, Jackson and Krantz,
PLL
Robert G. McCreary III (LAW ’76), Managing Partner and Founder,
CapitalWorks, LLC
Geralyn (Geri) M. Presti (LAW/MSASS ’88), Executive Vice President, General
Counsel and Secretary, Forest City Enterprises, Inc.

As with the 2011 search for a dean for the Case School of Engineering, this process will
consider only internal candidates. In addition, the provost and I are open to a model that
includes co-deans; while the practice is not common, it has been implemented within both
academia and the corporate sector. Our goal is to provide the school the best possible
leadership at this moment in its history.

The committee will seek input from all school constituencies, and share developments as
the process unfolds. We have not set a deadline for the committee to complete its work,
but have urged the group to act with alacrity. For those not familiar with the university’s
decanal appointment process, the search committee recommends finalists to the provost
and me. We make the ultimate leadership decisions, subject to the approval of the
university Board of Trustees.

Thank you for your ongoing engagement and support of the school; please watch your
email box for additional communications from the search committee.

Sincerely,
Barbara R. Snyder
President
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