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During the 1950s, ’60s, and ’70s, the Black Freedom Struggles pushed for minority 

inclusion into “mainstream” institutions, seeking integration in schools and housing as 

well as access to social safety net policies — all gains that would signify acceptance into 

larger society. As these preliminary steps toward inclusion occurred, we have witnessed 

large-scale reconfigurations in the very institutions that represented minority access to the 

public in these struggles. White racial resentment has seen expression in tax revolts, anti-

welfare and “social entitlements” discourse, and the decimation of cities’ tax bases 

through white withdrawal to suburbs. The past few decades have also seen the growth of 

seemingly neutral tax policies at local, state and federal levels that privilege whites at the 

expense of blacks (and other people of color too). Through collective as well as corporate 

interests, whites have sought to lessen their tax obligations for those public services seen 

as disproportionately benefitting blacks. We have also seen the diversion and hoarding of 

public tax funds to private pockets in for-profit charter schools, economic development 

and “urban renewal,” and the growth of private prisons, all of which capitalize on the 

suffering of a racialized war against the poor.  

All these examples allude to broader themes on the racialized meaning of the 

public itself. If struggles between power and resistance over taxation can reveal anything 

to scholars of race, it may be that the whole notion of the public is a politically contested 

battleground in which racial groups assert and defend their collective interests. Taxation 

can be either a democratizing social force or a site for the reproduction of inequality and 

racial repression; perhaps even both. Open-ended questions of the public, what 

constitutes it, who defines it, and whom it should serve all represent contentious matters 
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of racial politics that manifests in conflicts over taxation. Yet what we know of the public 

as a racially-contested concept has been one subject that remains relatively unexplored by 

academics generally and sociologists specifically. 

This special issue fills this theoretical and empirical gap by uniting a discussion of 

contemporary racial trends in taxation, with special attention paid to racially-motivated 

revisions of the public, all with the intent of generating broader hypotheses about race 

and belonging in the modern era. Preferred approaches will be sociological in nature, but 

interdisciplinary orientations will be considered. Papers that use a variety of theoretical 

and methodological approaches are welcomed. Manuscripts may include, but are not 

limited to the following themes:  

 

 Property Tax Revolts, White Backlash, and Education Finance 

 “The 47 Percent,” the “Food-Stamp President,” and Racial Redistribution 

 The Earned Income Tax Credit: When Tax Policy becomes “Welfare” 

 Tax Increment Financing, Urban Growth Regimes, and Transforming “Inner-

cities”  

 Tax Exemptions, White Flight, and Segregation Academies 

 The “Death” Tax, Growing Wealth Disparity, and the Racial Politics of 

Deservingness 

 Fiscal Cliffs, BIG Government, and the Racial State 

 Business Tax Breaks in Overtaxed Black Cities 

 Brownfield Redevelopment and School Tax Capture  

 Court Fines and Fees, Government Finance in Ferguson, Missouri 

 

To submit your proposal, email the title, extended abstract (300 words), and 

primary author’s contact information to the guest editors, Kasey Henricks 

<khenricks@luc.edu> and Louise Seamster <louise.seamster@duke.edu>, with the 

subject line “ATTN: CS SPECIAL ISSUE PROPOSAL.” Prospective authors should feel 

free to communicate with the guest editors about the appropriateness of their papers. All 

papers will be subject to the standard review process practiced at Critical Sociology.  

 

Proposed Special Issue Timeline: 

 

Submission of Extended Abstracts, Due December 1, 2014 

Notification of Abstract Acceptance, December 15, 2014 

Submission of Full Manuscripts to Special Issue Editors, Due April 1, 2015 

 


