
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Access Group Center for Research & Policy Analysis 
Awards $335,000 in New Grants to Advance Legal Education 

 
Washington, DC, April 4, 2016—Access Group’s Center for Research & Policy AnalysisSM (the Center) 
announced today the award of $335,000 in new grants to advance legal education. The Center 
operates four grant programs to fund research and other projects related to legal education that focus 
on access, affordability and value. 
 
“Access Group is excited about funding projects that have the potential to make considerable impact 
on legal education, specifically, and on graduate and professional education more broadly,” says 
Christopher P. Chapman, president and chief executive officer of Access Group. “As part of our ongoing 
efforts to promote access, affordability and value, we are pleased to award these newest grants to 
organizations that share our passion.” 
 
The Center is pleased to announce the following grants: 
 

 A $138,000 grant to the Alliance for Higher Education and Democracy at the University of 
Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education to analyze the law school admissions market. A set 
of regression models will be estimated for predicting the prices charged by law schools 
reporting data to the American Bar Association. Similarly, institutional characteristics such as 
LSAT scores, bar passage rates and employment outcomes will be mapped. The mapping will 
provide a first estimate of the kinds of changes a contracting market is likely to have on the 
future of legal education, including the impact on institutional diversity and enrollment 
prospects. 

 

 A $115,000 grant to the University of South Carolina School of Law to assess the viability of 
race-neutral alternatives in law school admissions. The study will survey first-year law students 
on race-neutral aspects of their identity to determine the relationship, if any, between race and 
identity factors. The result of the study will inform law schools’ understanding of race-neutral 
admissions factors that may contribute to their ability to provide greater access to students of 
color. 

 

 An $82,000 grant to the American Bar Foundation to follow up on the work of the American Bar 
Association Task Force on the Financing of Legal Education. The data that was collected as part 
of the Task Force’s work, in combination with other data and materials, will be fully analyzed in 
order to address challenges facing legal education. The analysis will focus on patterns and 
changes in key law school characteristics, factors in the views of law students, and law school 
innovations intended to respond to the changing legal education environment. 

 

Contact Paul Drehoff 
202-596-3207 or 443-996-6630 
pdrehoff@accessgroup.org 



Access Group launched its research and grant-making activities in June 2014. Since that time, it has 
awarded more than $2 million in grants in support of access, affordability and value in legal education. 
 
For more information about the Center and its grant programs, visit AccessResearch.org. 
 
About Access Group: Founded in 1983, Access Group, Inc. is a nonprofit membership organization 
comprised of nearly 200 nonprofit and state-affiliated ABA-approved law schools. The organization 
works to further access, affordability and the value of legal education, specifically, and graduate and 
professional education more broadly, through research, policy advocacy, and direct member and 
student educational services. Access Group is headquartered in West Chester, PA; its Center for 
Research and Policy Analysis is located in Washington, DC. 
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