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IRS Oversight of Charitable and Other Exempt 
Organizations – Broken? Fixable? 

 
The Section on Nonprofit and Philanthropy Law is issuing a call for paper proposals for its 
session on IRS oversight of charitable and other tax-exempt nonprofit organizations.  The panel, 
co-sponsored by the Section on Taxation, will be held on Saturday, January 3, 2015, from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m., at the 2015 Annual Meeting in Washington, DC.  Proposed papers might 
address:  the role of the IRS in overseeing specific aspects of tax-exempt nonprofit organizations, 
such as political activity or governance; the relative strengths and weaknesses of IRS oversight 
compared to oversight by other actors, including state attorneys general and private, self-
regulating bodies; the effect of the late-1990s reorganization of the IRS on its ability to oversee 
tax-exempt nonprofit organizations; or the overlapping jurisdictions of the IRS with other federal 
agencies that oversee aspects of nonprofit organizations, such as the Federal Election 
Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, and the Department of Education. 

Panelists will be a mix of presenters chosen through this call for paper proposals and solicited 
panelists with relevant expertise.  Presenters will have the opportunity to publish their papers in 
the faculty-edited Pittsburgh Tax Review.  To facilitate such publication, panelists will be 
expected to have a completed draft by the January 3, 2015 panel presentation and a final draft by 
February 28, 2015.   
 
To submit your proposal, please email a short description (no more than 750 words) of your 
paper to Lloyd Hitoshi Mayer, Chair of the Section on Nonprofit and Philanthropy Law, at 
lmayer@nd.edu, and Miranda Fleischer, Chair of the Section on Taxation, at 
mirandafleischer@sandiego.edu.  The deadline for proposals is Friday, August 15, 2014.  The 
Executive Committees of the sponsoring sections will select the papers to be presented by mid-
September.  Please be aware that pursuant to AALS rules, only full-time faculty members of 
AALS members law schools are eligible to submit a paper proposal in response to a section’s 
call for papers.  However, fellows from AALS member law schools are also eligible to submit a 
paper proposal if they include a CV with their proposal.  Faculty at fee-paid law schools, 
international, visiting, and adjunct faculty members, graduate students, and non-law school 
faculty are not eligible to submit.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Lloyd Hitoshi Mayer at lmayer@nd.edu. 
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